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RET update 

The last three months have been a busy and exciting time for 
the RET team.  Our Website – www.sewales-ret.co.uk – is 
now live!  We are still developing and adding to the content 
but we hope it’s already a useful port of call for all things 
relating to European Funding and South East Wales. 

Whilst continuing to work with the ESI panel to regionally 
proof new EU projects and supporting our three ESF 
networks and the Valleys Taskforce we have been working 
closely with WEFO to drive forward commitment and spend 
levels across the programmes. 

Our priority is still to encourage ever wider collaboration and 
alignment across the region. We held a regional briefing 
seminar for all ESF projects delivering across the region, 
providing the forum for project leads to ensure they’re up to 
date on key regional policy/programme developments, 
contributed to a workshop with WEFO and the Business 
Wales family of projects that we’ll be following up with a 
regional event for stakeholders early in 2018 and co-
ordinated a pre-call discussion for the anticipated ERDF P1 
RD&I call.   

We’re also continuing to build close relationships with project 
leads so that we can better understand how their projects 
contribute to the regions priorities; something we’ll be looking 
to promote throughout next year. 

Last but definitely not least – we have a 
new RET member.  Nicola Lewis joined 
us at the beginning of December bringing 
with her a wealth of experience in RDP 
and partnership working and we are very 
excited to welcome her to the team. 
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Prosperity for All 

The Welsh Government has published its 
new policy ‘Prosperity for All’ – a national 
strategy to deliver its key priorities.   

The strategy builds on the Programme for 
Government, Taking Wales Forward, and is 
designed to drive integration and 
collaboration across the Welsh public sector, 
and put people at the heart of improved 
service delivery. 

The strategy sets out a vision and actions 

covering each of the key themes in the 
Programme for Government: 
 Prosperous and Secure 
 Healthy and Active 
 Ambitious and Learning 
 United and Connected. 

The first of the detailed plan for delivering the 
policy was launched on the 12th December. 
The Economic Action Plan contains actions 
that the Welsh Government will implement to 
grow the economy and reduce inequality, 
empowering all regions in Wales to become 
more productive. 

Valleys taskforce  

Following the launch in July of ‘Our Valleys, 
Our Future’, a high level plan for the valleys 
the next exciting step is to work alongside 
people in communities, as well as key 
stakeholders to deliver the actions within it.  

The Valleys Taskforce team are responsible 
for overseeing the delivery of the actions 
outlined in the Plan and will continue a cross
-Departmental approach to the work within 
the Welsh Government. 

A more detailed delivery plan was published 
on 7 November outlining how the priorities 
will be implemented, who we will be working 
with to deliver on our commitments and how 
the outcomes will be measured. 

The plan builds on what our engagement 
with communities has told us and outlines 
key priorities around creating jobs and 
providing people the skills to do them, 
improving public services and ‘my 
community’ which looks at community and 
personal wellbeing and how to make best 

use of Valleys culture and natural 
resources.    

The taskforce welcome any opportunity to 
engage with local forums and public 
services and will be undertaking further 
engagement in the coming months. Details 
will be available on the webpages at http://
gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/
communities/taskforce-for-the-valleys/?
lang=en or contact the Talk Valleys Mailbox 
at TalkValleys@Gov.Wales 
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Updated WEFO guidance 

The revised WEFO Guidance on Assessing 
Participant Eligibility is now available on the 
WEFO website at http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/

publications/170627-esf-guidance-participant
-eligibility-en.pdf.  Annex A of the new 
version includes further clarification on how 
Universal Credit correspondence can be 
used to evidence participant eligibility.   
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Call for RD&I proposals 

£30m available to accelerate world-class 

collaboration in research and innovation  

WEFO has confirmed a new call for research 
and innovation proposals.  Around £30m will 
be available to support collaborative and 

outward facing activity, based on existing 
excellence in research and/or innovation, 
which can deliver a significant return for 
Wales in the medium and long term. 

The call guidance will be available on the 
WEFO website, with the deadline for 
proposals 28 March 2017.  

New business park 

supported by ERDF  

A further £4.5m will be invested in Ebbw 
Vale by the EU and Welsh Government to 
attract entrepreneurs and new businesses 
to the area.  Lime Avenue Business Park is 
a will provide new business hub on The 
Works site to support the development 
businesses in sectors such as research and 
development, high-tech engineering, 
pharmaceuticals and creative industries. 

Along with £2m match funding from Blaenau 
Gwent county borough council, the ERDF 
money will be used to redevelop around two 
acres of land on Lime Avenue, creating 
more than 20,000 sq ft of business floor-
space by 2019 leading to new enterprises 
and job creation. 

Welsh Government Finance Secretary Mark 
Drakeford said: “This development in Ebbw 

Vale will help attract young, ambitious 
businesses to the area with great potential 
to expand and create good-quality jobs 
locally.” 

Councillor Dai Davies, Blaenau Gwent 
Council’s executive member for 
regeneration, said: “We welcome today’s 
announcement from the Finance Secretary 
to fund high-quality hybrid-style business 
units on The Works site, which we hope will 
create new enterprise and jobs in Blaenau 
Gwent” 

The development at Lime Avenue – along 
with other EU and Welsh Government 
investment in Ebbw Vale, such as the 
Blaenau Gwent Learning Zone and planned 
£100m Automatic Technology Park – 
contributes to the growth objectives of the 
Cardiff Capital Region and supports the 
vision of the Valleys Taskforce and its plan 
Our Valleys, Our Future. 
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Brexit conference 

On the 16
th
 November Cardiff and the Welsh 

Government played host to the “European 
cooperation beyond Brexit” organised by the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 
(CMPR).   

The speakers included First Minister Carwyn 
Jones and Cabinet Secretary Mark Drakeford 
as well elected representatives from eleven 
other regions.   

The First Minister’s keynote speech strongly 
emphasised that while the Welsh 
Government is not trying to undo the result of 
the referendum vote, “Wales remains open, 
outward facing and international in 

outlook and Brexit will not change that”. 

There was a universal concern expressed 
about the potential adverse effects Brexit will 
have beyond Wales and the UK with 
delegates citing many examples of the good 
working relationships that they rely on with 
companies and institutions in Wales.  
Accordingly, all attending affirmed a strong 
desire to continue to strengthen relations with 
Wales post-Brexit. 

The conference culminated with the signing 
of the “Cardiff Declaration” which calls for 
continued strong relationships and co-
operation between the UK and nations and 
regions across Europe post-Brexit. 

Full details of the conference can be found 
on the CMPR website.   

Brexit and future regional 

policy 

The Welsh Government’s new policy paper 
‘Regional Investment in Wales after Brexit’ 
was launched on Thursday 14

th
 of 

December and marks the beginning of a 
dialogue to help design a new ‘made-in-
Wales’ approach on regional investment in 
Wales. 

The Welsh Government will be holding 
engagement events in the New Year with 
the South Wales event on Thursday, 25

th
 

January 2018 (Nantgarw Conference 
Centre, Cardiff).  To find out more and book 
a place, please email 
wefo-communications@gov.wales  

WEFO want to hear your views on the 
proposals set out in the paper and the first 
step is to complete a short online survey. 

Please send detailed responses to the 
‘Engagement Questions’ document by e-
mail to 
RegionalInvestmentafterBrexit@gov.wales    

by the deadline of 23 March 2018. 
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Cardiff Capital Region 

CCR appoints first chair of the Regional 

Economic Growth Partnership  

The Cardiff Capital Region (CCR) City Deal 
team has announced the appointment of 
Frank Holmes, founder partner at Gambit 
Corporate Finance, as the first Chair of the 
Regional Economic Growth Partnership 
(REGP).  

The REGP, which is currently being 
established, will directly advise the CCR 
Regional Cabinet, and will be responsible for 
reviewing the Regional Economic Strategy 
and advising on City Deal Investment 
proposals. It will also have an advocacy role, 
promoting the Region as a prime investment 
opportunity and visitor location. 

Frank Holmes, who has been appointed 
following an open application process, has an 
extensive background in strategic advisory 
support and demonstrates exceptional 
experience of working with businesses in 
every area of the Cardiff Capital Region.  

 

The entrepreneurial corporate financier has 
been a leading advisor on numerous 
fundraising projects, both in Wales and 
abroad, in a range of sectors including; 
healthcare; biotechnology; IT; training; 
manufacturing; waste management; on-line 
retail; transport and leisure. He was voted 
Insider Wales Dealmaker of the year in 2007, 
2013 and 2017, which makes him the first 
person to achieve the accolade three times. 

As Chair of the REGP, he will lead the 
partnership, chair board meetings, collate the 
views of stakeholders, and communicate and 
represent the recommendations of the 
partnership to the CCR Regional Cabinet. His 
first mission will be to work with the CCR to 
appoint the REGP board members. 

The new Chair said: “I feel very honoured to 
have the opportunity to chair and guide a 
Board of members with diverse disciplines 
and champion the City Region, which I 
believe is a deliverable challenge and a 
fulfilling extension of my career to date.” 

Following the Chair appointment, the next 
stage is to appoint the Board Members for 
the REGP. The Board will consist of a Chair 
and between 6 and 12 members. An 
advertisement seeking applications to the 
Board was published on 30th October on the 
Cardiff Capital Region City Deal website. The 
closing date for applications was extended to 
Friday 24th November, to allow for the Chair 
of the REGP to play a role in the formation of 
the REGP Board. 

At its meeting on November 20th, the CCR 
Cabinet formally elected its vice-chairs 
Councillor Huw Thomas, Leader of City of 
Cardiff Council, and Councillor Peter Fox, 
Leader of Monmouthshire County Council, as 
the Local Government representatives on the 
Board of the Regional Economic Growth 
Partnership. 

They will soon be joined by elected 
representatives from private sector 
businesses, employee bodies, education and 
skills organisations, and the third sector. 
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ION Leadership 

More than 1,000 business owners, directors 
and managers have already benefited from 
the ION Leadership programme and its 
predecessor LEAD Wales. Led by Swansea 
University and supported with funding 
through the European Social Fund, the 
programmes’ participants have generated 
an average of 26% increase in their 
business turnover and added in excess of 
£52m to the Welsh economy.  

ION Leadership supports entrepreneurs and 
aspiring leaders to develop high quality 
skills through targeted leadership 
programmes, which aim to raise productivity 
in the workplace whilst developing 
sustainable, profitable enterprises. The ION 
programme is based on practical, 
experiential learning within a trusted group 
of peers. Participants are also able to 
experiment with different leadership styles 
and learn how best to implement the latest 
thinking, strategies and best practice while 
having great FUN! 

Mathew Dalziel, Commercial Manager with 
ASW Property Services, was an ION Leader 
on a “Leading Growth” programme in 2017, 
which took the ION / LEAD Wales to over 
1,000 leaders!  Matthew said, “ION was a 
great journey. I’ve been on lots of 
management training and one day courses 
where you just go through the motions. ION 
is different! It has provided me with the 
confidence and focus to lead effectively. 
ION has also brought the ASW senior 
management team together; we have all 
experienced the ION journey. We are now 
more effective and we’re on the same page. 
We are putting learning into practice and 
taking time out to work ‘on’ the business not 
‘in’ the business!”   

Anthony Thomas, ASW Managing Director 
had been on a previous LEAD Wales 
programme in 2015 and said; “ASW’s 
turnover has increased by over 35% since I 
did the course!” 

For further information visit https://
ionleadership.co.uk/ and follow ION on 

LinkedIn & Twitter @IONleadership. 
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Erasmus+ 2018 call  

The European Commission has published 
the Erasmus+ 2018 call for proposals, the 
details of which, including deadlines, can be 
found here.   

The “Call for Proposals” is an overview 
document with the deadlines for 2018, while 
the “Programme Guide” contains detailed 
information on project rules, funding levels 

and application processes for Erasmus+ 
funding.  

The UK Government has stated that the UK 
is committed to full participation in the 
Erasmus+ programme up until we leave the 
EU. It will underwrite successful bids for 
Erasmus+ submitted while the UK is still a 
Member State, even if not approved until 
after we leave, and/or payments continue 
beyond the point of exit.   

…back to top 
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WEFO annual event 

On 30
th
 September, WEFO held its annual 

European Structural and Investment Funds 
2014-2020 Information Event 2017. 

The event was at the Liberty Stadium in 
Swansea, and was opened and hosted by 
the WEFO Chief Executive, Sioned Evans.  A 
keynote speech was made by Mark 
Drakeford AM, who stressed that the UK 
Government has a responsibility to ensure 
leaving the EU does not damage individual 
rights or the economy. He also outlined the 
Welsh Governments key demands of the 
transition negotiations: 
 Continued and unfettered access to the 

single trade market. 
 The need for a new economic investment 

approach in Wales 
 A transition period before new 

arrangements are in place is essential for 
the development of effective relationships 

A new future of regional policy paper will be 
available before the end of the year, which 
will outline these demands and enable further 
discussions.  Consultation events will be held 
in January 2018  

The event was also host to WEFO’s “ESF 60 
years” awards for individual participants and 
projects.  The winners were: 

Category 1 (aged 25 and over) 

Best Individual Achievement  
 Adam – Skill Up Break Free (an Active 

Inclusion Fund project) 
 Chantelle – PaCE 
 Owain – Workways+ 

Best Project - Active Inclusion Fund - Wales 
Council for Voluntary Action  

Category 2 (aged 11 to 24):  

Best Individual Achievement  
 Christopher – Activ8 (an Active Inclusion 

Fund project) 
 Olivia - Communities 4 work 
 Elliw – Trac 

Best Project - Trac 11-24 - Denbighshire 
County Borough Council 

Category 3: Best Embedding of Cross-
cutting Themes in an ESF or ERDF 

Project: 

 Winner: GWLAD - University of Wales 
Trinity St Davids 

 Runners up: CUBRIC – Cardiff University, 
Social Business Wales – Wales Co-op 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE! 

…back to top 
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Upcoming events 

 Regional Investment in Wales engagement event Thursday 25
th
 January 

 Closing date for ERDF RD&I call is 28
th
 March  

 Priority 1 ESF network meeting Thursday 8
th
 March 

 Priority 2 ESF network meeting Wednesday 14
th
 March 

 Priority 3 ESF network meeting Tuesday 16
th
 January 

…back to top 



Rural Development 
Programme 2014 - 2020 

scheme windows 

Co-operative Forest Planning Scheme: 

expression of interest window now open 

Encouraging planning for the creation of 
broadleaved and conifer woodland, and 
contribute to the delivery of the objectives of 
the Environmental and Rural Affairs 
Monitoring and Modelling Programme 
(ERAMMP). 

Co-operation and Supply Chain 
Development Scheme: expression of 

interest window opened 6 November 2017 

Support for co-operation activities across the 
agriculture, food and forestry sectors. 

Farm Business Grant: next expression of 
interest window will open on 2 January 

2018 

The Farm Business Grant (FBG) scheme is a 
capital grant support package, designed to 
help farmers in Wales improve the economic 
and environmental performance of their 
agricultural holding. 

Rural Business Investment Scheme - 
Food: expression of interest window 

opened 29 November 2017 

The Rural Business Investment Scheme - 
FOOD (RBISF) is a capital investments 
scheme to support projects that offer clear 
and quantifiable benefits to the food and 
drink industry in Wales. The scheme is open 
to existing and start-up micro & small food 
and drink processors and manufacturers 
throughout Wales. 

...and finally...  
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Happy Christmas 
everyone! 
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